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Wireless and a good village newspaper, plenty of refresher
courses and rural gatherings of all sorts are the only
remedies possible for this threat of stagnation, and are more
than sufficient excuse for expecting the village schoolmaster,
if only for the purpose of keeping his own soul alive, to take
a leading part in every rural activity.
Within no period that we can foresee will every child
learn to read and write, and yet adult education bristles
with difficulties. We now have the new Laubach method,
with basic vocabularies of Urdu and Punjabi to support it,
by which literacy, it is claimed, can be achieved and passed
on with ease. But the hard fact is that the average adult
villager does not want to read. If he did, he would soon
learn as there are enough literates about now to start
movements similar to those in Mexico and China. Adult
education Mill always be difficult until there is a really
strong desire to learn to read, and that will only come when
there is something—books, newspapers, etc.—which the
people really want to read. In England the urge came
first from the Bible, and now it is the football results !
The lesson is the same. Produce something which everyone
must read. One wonders whether Roman Urdu, with its
ease of printing and reading, will not be the final solution
of rural illiteracy.
As for the district authorities, they can give great
encouragement to education by visiting schools, by being
easy of access to the inspecting staff, and by displaying
intelligent interest in the work. One of the tests of efficiency
is the even flow of promotion from the first class upwards
and the absence of a big and stagnating first class. The
best teacher of the tiny child, whether boy or girl, is, of
course, a woman, so that the best remedy for this stagnation
is female teachers for the infant classes.

